Lecture and Discussion
(University of Bonn, September. 2022)

Crosspollinational Tawhid? Tracing Features of Mu‘tazilite and Christian
Kalam on Tawhid in Early Islam

By

(Prof. Dr. Phil.; Dr. Theol. Habil)
Najib George Awad

My paper is a draft of a chapter in a monograph on a comparative theology research I am
conducting on Mu‘tazilite and Arab Christian Kalam during the second/eighth- third/ninth
centuries. In this chapter, I endeavor to look at the data we have on Mu‘tazilite and Arab Christian
Kalam on the concept of Tawhid in particular. | investigate if the data we have on the rationalist
Kalam on ‘Tawhid’, might be a historical exemplification of the existence of a trans-religious,
trans-sectarian, common, encompassing intellectual-cultural sphere that trespassed divisive,
otherizing religious affiliations. I shall try to demonstrate that if ‘Tawhid’ named a particular
rationalist, philosophico-theological cultural affinity that wanted to override different religious
affiliations, without forcing its followers (mutakallims) to give up their religious faith or become
non-religious, one can then speak of ‘Tawhid’ as a cultural phenomenon permeating the major
religious trends in the early Abbasid Sitz im Leben.
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